
Isles of Scilly Link - Penzance Harbour Improvements

TWO YEARS
OF HEll!

Constructing Option A:  
How you will be affected by the proposed 
development on Battery Rocks beach.



It is planned to bring the in-fill material to form the base of the 
Option A development on Battery Rocks from The Lizard by road.  

It will be delivered by means of a “continuous” stream of 20-ton 
8-wheel tipper lorries. (They are very big vehicles, about 26 feet 
long.) These lorries will have to negotiate Helston and numerous 
small villages on their way to and from Penzance.

The lorries would enter Penzance via the 
narrow and winding Chyandour Cliff and 
Wharf Road. They obviously wouldn’t be able 
to pass on Ross Bridge with any other traffic. 
They would then come round the corner of the 
Barbican and enter the “Triangle” and thence 
the site, turn, tip and leave (traffic lights will 
almost certainly be needed). They would then 
proceed westwards past the Jubilee Pool 
and onto the Promenade. Parking along the 
Promenade will most likely have to be  
restricted to allow them through. 

The lorries will then go around the mini-
roundabout and up Alexandra Road. Here too 
parking (which services the hotels and B&Bs) 
will probably have to be restricted to one side 
only. They will then go through Alverton Estate 
to the roundabout and by-pass, causing further 
obstruction at each roundabout on the way. 
Because of the location of the site the time of 
working will be affected by tides: this means 
night working. 
 
As well as the tipper lorries, there will be 
lorries carrying plant and delivering other 
materials and goods. Needless to say this 
traffic would add to the normal summer 
traffic problems on the A30 and A394. Traffic 
already backs up to Crowlas in one direction 

and Newlyn Bridge in the other: adding the 
ceaseless stream of lorries will inevitably  
make matters very much worse.

There will be noise. This will be provided by 
the lorries themselves, the tipping, and some 
“pecking” (breaking up) of the rocks with a 
digger attachment to make the necessary 
foundations (tide-related work again).

There will be dust. In dry conditions widespread 
dust pollution would be inevitable, and wind 
dependant. In wet conditions, mud pollution 
along the Promenade and up Alexandra Road 
would be equally inevitable. There also remains 
a risk that the St Anthony Gardens car park will 
be requisitioned for use as a site depot.
 
If all the necessary consents are granted the 
work is scheduled to begin in April 2010. As 
the display at the January 2009 exhibition 
admitted: “Construction is anticipated to last 
for two years.” (The reclamation stage would 
start in April 2010 and last a year if it keeps to 
schedule, and the rest of the construction would 
take a further year.) This means it will span two 
whole summer seasons; summer 2010 will be 
particularly badly affected.  For businesses that 
are finding life difficult at present, this could 
be the final straw.

Why you should be concerned if Cornwall 
Council chooses Option A to build on 
Battery Rocks, near Penzance harbour.



In summary local residents and businesses 
in the harbour area and on approach roads 
should expect the following:

•	 A continuous stream of very heavy lorries passing  
	 through the town.

•	 Additional congestion with long traffic queues and 
	 lengthy delays.

•	 Restrictions to on-street and other parking e.g., 
	 on the Promenade and Alexandra Road.

•	 Traffic lights on the Dolphin/Barbican corner.

•	 Night working of the site and night time lorry movements.

•	 24/7 light and noise pollution.

•	 Extensive dust pollution.

•	 Mud on roads.

If you don’t want this, support Option C!
All this is unnecessary. There are alternatives - namely Option C - that avoid this disruption and 
meet all the same objectives as the Battery Rocks beach scheme. Option C will also preserve the 
natural and heritage assets that make Penzance special and that underpin the local tourist trade, 
and will promote the genuine regeneration of the harbour area. It is the preferred option of the 
majority of Penzance residents. 

For more information and help with objecting to the Battery Rocks 
beach scheme please call 332741 or go to:

www.friendsofpzharbour.org.uk



Cornwall Council have recently decided to resubmit plans to build a 
freight terminal on Battery Rocks beach, despite having identified a 
less destructive alternative that is no-more costly to operate..

SAVE OUR

FOR MORE INFORMATION including help with objecting 

visit  www.friendsofpzharbour.org

At a recent public meeting all bar three of the 500 strong audience rejected plans 
to build on Battery Rocks beach. To make sure that the Route Partnership and 
Cornwall Council abandon their plans and opt instead for an alternative that 
protects our historic seafront and supports future regeneration of the harbour  
we must stand firm as a community and insist that Penzance’s voice is heard.

IF YOU CARE ABOUT THE IMPACT THIS 
SCHEME WILL HAVE PLEASE ACT NOW!  

SEAFRONT


